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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS PINT ID 

SUBJECT: GOI REJECTS TERM "POLITICAL PRISONER" FOR 
DETAINEES 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE SPOKESMAN BRIG GEN SUMRAHADI 
TOLD PRESS SEPTEMBER 30 THAT TERM "POLITICAL PRISONER," 
PREVIOUSLY USED TO DESCRIBE DETAINEES JAILED AFTER 
ABORTIVE SPETEMBER 30, 1965 COUP ATTEMPT, IS MISLEADING. 

HE SAID DETAINEES WERE JAILED EOR ATTEMPTED "REBELLION" 
AGAINST LEGAL GOVERNMENT, NOT FOR "POLITICAL" ACTIVITIES. 
SUMRAHADI THEREEORE ASKED THAT THOSE DETAINED FOR INVOLVE- 
MENT IN 1965 COUP ATTEMPT BE REFERRED TO AS 

"SEPTEMBER 30 MOVEMENT/PKI" (G 30S/PKI) DETAINEES AND 
THOSE DETAINED EOR INVOLVEMENT IN JANAURY 15 JAKARTA 
RIOTS BE CALLED "JANUARY 15 AEFAIR" DETAINEES. 

2. ADMIRAL SUDOMO, CHIEF OF STAFF OF KOPKAMTIB, REITER- 
ATED THIS REQUEST FOR NEW TERMINOLOGY TO DESCRIBE DETAINEES 
IN REMARKS TO PRESS AT OCTOBER 1 CEREMONY COMMEMORATING 
GENERALS SLAIN IN 1965 COUP ATTEMPT HELD AT LUBUNG BUAYA 
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"PLITICAL PRISONERS" HAD CREATED MISUNDERSTANDING ABROAD, 
AND THAT THOSE DETAINED FOR INVOLVENT IN 1965 ATTEMPTED 
REBELLION SHOULD BE CLASSIFIED AS CRIMINALS. END UNCASSIEIED 

BEGIN LIMITED OEFICIAL USE 

3. COMMENT: THESE STATEMENTS FOLLOW WIDELY-REPORTED 
REMARK BY PRESIDENT SUHARTO TO PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM 
DURING MEETING SEPTEMBER 7 THAT THERE WERE NO "POLITICAL 
PRIISONERS" IN INDONESIA, AND THAT DETENTIONS IN CONNECTION 
WITH SEPTEMBER 30, 1965 EVENTSWERE IN ACCORDANCE WITH LAW. 
NEW ATTENTION TO TERMINOLOGY IS PART OF GOI EFFORT TO 
DEFUSE CIRTICISM OF PRISONER POLICY. 
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